
Minutes of the Fifth Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 3rd August 2015 at 7.30pm at Blunsdon Village Hall.

Present:  Cllrs Jankinson, Bennett, Boyd, Compton, James, Keates, Kilby, Ricketts;   SBCllrs 

                 Bishop, McCracken and Tomlinson; Stephen Taylor, SBC’s Director of Law and 

                 Democratic Services.
Apologies: Cllrs Ainscow and Herron; SBCllr Weisinger.
61.  DECLARATIONS  OF  INTEREST
        Cllr Compton declared an interest in planning application S/15/0255 as a neighbour of the site.
62.  POSSIBLE  TRANSFER  OF  SERVICES  TO  THE  PARISH  COUNCIL
       Cllr Jankinson welcomed Stephen Taylor and invited him to address the meeting.

       He advised that this proposal was based on the principle that local communities should have

       greater roles in providing services at levels they wanted.  Highworth, Stratton St Margaret and 

       Haydon Wick had taken on grasscutting etc and this meant SBC teams having to come to this 

       area just for Blunsdon.  Pilot areas had found improved standards, reduced calls for service 
       requests, and impact was generally positive. Payments made to PC: 100% of saving in year 1, 
       50% in year 2, 25% in year 3.
       Cllr Bennett:  Who set service level agreement?

       Mr Taylor:  Parish Council.

       Cllr Keates:  Could PCs “pick and choose” from list of jobs?

       Mr Taylor:  Within reason.

       Cllr Bennett:  Would there be any transfers of power of enforcement, eg dealing with car 

       parking issues?

       Mr Taylor:  Would have to look into as income would need consideration.
       Cllr Jankinson:  Several roads not adopted by SBC yet but PC would have to take on after 

       adoption; additional payments would have to be calculated.  There were inevitable concerns

       following experiences of play area transfers.

       Cllr Boyd suggested PC sub-cttee be set up to consider once further information received.

       Cllr James:  Would there be SBC redundancies if PCs took on work?

       Mr Taylor:  It was hoped this would be covered by not replaceing those who retired or left of 

       their own accord.

       SBCllr McCracken advised residents had indicated to her that they would be happy to pay 

        increased council tax per month to see improved services.
       Cllr Bennett:  Different people had different priorities.

       Cllr Keates :  PC should consult with parishioners before decision made.

        Cllrs agreed to requtes further details.  Cllr Jankinson thanked Mr Taylor for attending.

63.  REDHOUSE  RESIDENTS  ASSOCIATION  -  UPDATE
       Cllr Jankinson welcomed SBCllr Tomlinson.

        She reported that since its conception the Association had three chairs but there had been no 

        meetings following resignation of latest chair, Terry Custance.  When canvassing residents she 

        had been asked when a meeting would be held so she and SBCllr Friend had arranged public 

        meeting, printing and delivering leaflets to all Redhouse homes; she had personally paid for 

        leaflets, room hire and refreshments. About 50 people had attended, including the MP, 

        Borough and Parish Councillors; as a result there were 12 potential committee members and a 

       public agm was planned for early September when positions of chair, vice-chair, secretary, 
        treasurer, fund raising and communications officers would be voted in; regular meetings would 

       then be held. Bank account balance as at November 2014 was of £1,278.29. Cllr Jankinson    

      advised PC would be happy to promote as part of information stand at North Swindon Fun Day.
64.  MINUTES  OF  THE  FOURTH  ORDINARY  MEETING
Proposed by Cllr Compton, seconded by Cllr Ricketts, all agreed, that they be accepted as a 

true record.
65.  MATTERS  ARISING  FROM  THE  MINUTES

a) Turnpike Road junction – SBC had added to list for consideration for parking restrictions.
b) Play areas – Buscot Close park cradle seat replacement ordered.
c) Footpath 23 – Rights of Way officer had written to Littlecroft owner regarding right of access and associated responsibilities; they would  meet on site in mid August. 
d) Redhouse youth engagement – initial meeting arranged for 10th August, 2pm, at Village Hall, but only Cllr Jankinson and SBCllr McCracken had confirmed attendance.
e) Preim meeting –  meeting notes received.  Info on community event received from Anna Smart.
f)    Recreation Ground –  the Clerk had contacted M J Abbots, sports grounds specialists, and was awaiting a response.  Cllr Jankinson suggested a bowser could be hired at £60 per week; sprinkler could be run from that.
g) Parish boundary changes – copy of petition handed over by SBCllr Tomlinson at the meeting.
h) Police S35 patrol – no report received.

i)    Diamond Jubilee Park/Tadpole Lane opening – SBCllr MCCracken advised this was to be blocked off permanently. 

j)    Parish Counci logo – Cllr Boyd offered to follow up with family contact.

k) Redhouse CC – heads of terms now received.

l)    Delivery vehicles – SBCllr McCracken had prepared letter, photographs awaited.

m) S.142 Licence – application to be submitted with fee after next PC meeting.

n) Butleigh Road grass cutting – SBC had advised that poor standard caused by faulty machinery, now repaired.

o) Boundary review – Mr Taylor advised the process would take about one year.

p) North Swindon Community Fun Day – giant buzzer game ordered; volunteers for end of day  litter pick required.  SBCllr McCracken offered to help PC.
q) Bus Service 12 – Thamesdown Transport had advised this would be re-routed through new housing but not for some time.
66.   PLANNING  DECISIONS  ADVISED  BY  SWINDON  
        S/15/0866:  Various internal and external alterations (retention) – Listed Building Consent   at:

        RM              The Old Rectory, Burytown Lane, Blunsdon.
            Permitted.
67.   PLANNING  APPLICATIONS  DEPOSITED  FOR  COMMENT
         S/15/0255:   Erection of 61 dwellings with provision of open space, allotments and associated

         RA                works – reserved matters from permission S/13/1223, reserved matters       at:    

                             Land at and to the rear of 99 Ermin Street, Blunsdon. 
         Cllrs agreed that whilst revisions (new layout for plots backing onto existing Hillside Way 
         properties, position and increased size of the LEAP, additional noise mitigation) were 
         welcomed there were reasons to object, as follows:

         Plots 26, 27, 28 and 29 would have no vehicular access to front with plots 28 and 29 only 
         having rear access through garage; such layouts  likely to lead to problems with large 
        deliveries, and possible parking in Widhill Lane with forced access through the hedgerow;
         Plots 54 to 59 would also have pedestrian only access to  front with plots 56 and 57 only 
         having rear access through a garage, again leading to access problems for deliveries;
         Pedestrian only front access not in keeping with village setting;
         Some allocated parking spaces  not conveniently located, and plots 19 to 23 would have 
         parking immediately in front of adjacent properties which could lead to neighbour conflict;
         Four visitor parking spaces on  entrance to the development not conveniently located for plots 
         with limited parking;

         Site plan suggested over intensification when compared with existing housing in Hillside Way 
         and Widhill Lane;
         Still serious concerns regarding capacity of existing sewer system in the immediate area to 
        cope with additional properties; already a fairly regular occurrence for Laines to be on site 
        clearing the system on behalf of Thames Water.
         S/14/1304:  Erection of 69 dwellings and associated works – revised plans     at:

         RA              Land north of Ermin Street and High Street, Blunsdon.
              Cllrs agreed to comment that changes to the road layout and plots were noted but these did not   

         affect comments of objection made to  original application and reiterated them as follows:  

         Site outside the settlement boundary;

          Latest SHLAA stated site could accommodate 36 dwellings, proposal for 69 dwellings  
         almost double and would result in a very concentrated development;

         Proposed access, at approximately 20 metres from the High Street/Ermin Street junction, 
         would be a traffic hazard;

         Some statements within application out of date or inaccurate (eg  bus service, education);

         In view of  already approved applications for significant residential developments on sites off 
         Ermin Street, if approved, this development would be overbearing in a village setting;
         In addition:  numbering of several house plots and parking spaces did not correlate; visitor 
         parking spaces were dotted at random through site and did not appear to relate to house sizes.

          S/15/1050:  Erection of 6 stables          at:

          SASM        Newlands Court, Blunsdon Hill, Blunsdon.

          Cllrs agreed to support as stables would be acceptable at the location,  however, a condition 
          should be imposed that use should be restricted to equestrian only, with no conversion to 
          residential accommodation
          S/15/1097: Display of 2 entrance signs, 6 flag signs, 2 gantry monoliths, 14 banners and 2 

          NIGI         large gantry monoliths     at:
                            Land at Tadpole Farm,Tadpole Lane, Blunsdon St Andrew.

          Cllrs agreed to oppose as retrospective with most already in place, quantity of signage in 

          immediate area was excessive, creating over intensive visual intrusion; half of proposed  

          signs and banners would be more acceptable.

         Also to comment that one flag pole was already damaged and risk assessment should be 

         carried out; warning signs were posted on the poles but PC was unaware that flags had ever 
         been monitored or lowered; there was a danger of damage in high winds that, given their 
         location, might present a risk to traffic and pedestrians if flags not lowered in windy 
         conditions.
         S/15/1221:  Erection of a single storey rear extension and front porch     at:
         HECO         21 Loveridge Close, Upper Stratton, Swindon.

              Cllrs agreed to support rear extension but oppose front porch which would be in front of the 
         building line and not in accordance with street scene.
         OTHER PLANNING MATTERS

        Pre-application information received from Waldon Telecom Ltd:  installation of base station  

        and mast at sites at Redhouse Way roundabout and Eastbury Way (west).  Cllrs agreed to 

        respond that fast Broadband was desperately needed in the area so fully understood proposals, 
        however it was possible that residents closest to the mast locations may not be supportive.
68.   CORRESPONDENCE  RECEIVED
a) SBC - Members Bulletin issues 773 and 774.

b) Local Councils Update – legislation.

c) RoSPA – notice of village play areas inspection additional sites could be added at £35 each      (Cllrs agreed with effect from 2016).
d) Community First invitation to AGM  7th October; info on Nationwide voluntary work at Village Halls.

e) Wiltshire Pension Fund – updated info.

f) Emails:  SBC – Solar Farm LDOs to include Parish Council consultation;         

               Mr J Hyland re Front Lane highway issues (forwarded to SBC Highways);

               Various emails regarding loose dog in Lower Village;

                Swindon North and North East NTG meeting notes 11th June;

               Chris Gifford, RCD   -   re-seeding of verges;

               Wilts Village Hall and Community Building News June/July 2015.
g)  Catalogues.

69.   COMMITTEE REPORTS
a)  Village Hall – the Clerk reported that a leak allowance form had been submitted to Thames Water following problems earlier in the year.
70.   PARISH  MATTERS
a)  Cllr Boyd advise that flytipping previously reported to the Clerk had been removed.
b) Cllr Boyd enquired if there was a weight limit on Hunts Hill – Clerk to check with SBC.
c) Cllr Jankinson queried contrary information regarding funds from developers for play areas in St Andrew’s Ridge.  SBCllr Tomlinson to obtain clarification.
d) Cllr Jankinson reminded PCllrs to respond on recent consultation documents.
e) Cllr Jankinson advised that Ramblers Association website included information on Pathwatch which encouraged volunteers to assist with checking every public path.
f) Cllr Jankinson reported on CCG agm which he had attended to raise issue of health services for residents of new developments.  He had been advised that CCG were aware of problems and working NHS England; surveyor and facilities manager employed to look at ways to extend time and space at existing practices; previously identified site in Redhouse not taken up as sufficient capacity at Taw Hill and Abbey Meads medical centres.  It was agreed that site was needed at Tadpole Garden Village and Clerk to write accordingly to Richard Bell as Head of Planning SBC, and John Gilbert, Board Director Commissioning SBC, copies to SBCllrs McCracken and Tomlinson.
g) Cllr Jankinson advised field opposite the Cold Harbour had been sold at over £1million.

h) Cllr Jankinson had received email reporting blockage of Footpath 20 by developers.  Clerk to pass on to SBC Rights of Way officer.
i) Cllr Jankinson queried statement on boundary review petition regarding PC precept; SBCllr Tomlinson did not have figures to support.  Clerk to prepare breakdown of income and expenditure in Parish Wards.
71.    SUMMONS  TO  ATTEND  THE  NEXT  MEETING
        Cllrs were summoned to attend the next meeting:  Monday 17th August, at 7.30pm at Abbey    

        Meads CP School.
There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed.
                                                                                             ………………………………………...

                                                                                                    Chairman, 17th August 2015

